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Composer, pianist, and author William Bolcom (b. 1938) is one of the cutting-edge
figures on the American musical scene. Early studies were with both Milhaud and
Messiaen, followed by teaching positions at the University of Washington and Queens
College. A composer residency at the Yale University Drama School and the New York
University School of the Arts followed. Since 1973 he has been on the faculty at the
University of Michigan.

In addition to composing rags, William Bolcom is noted for the development of a
style and technique of performing ragtime music which propelled hinr into the forefront
of the ragtime revival. He is also known for mixing musical styles, blurring the
distinction between classical and popular/jazz traditions. Examples of this can be found
in such works as Dynamite Tonight (a cabaret opera), and his Piano Quartet (a waltz). He
has written operas, as well as works for chamber and instrumental ensembles, piano,
voice, and guitar.

William Bolcom won the Pulitzer Prize in Music in 1988 for his 12 New Etudes for
Piano.

New York Times music critic John Rockwell recently wrote “Mr. Bolcom has
become perhaps our most admired post-modernist composer. Mr. Bolcom writes in a
range from serious quasi-modernism through broad lyricism to witty musical jokes. But
he generally keeps his idioms coherent, and he manages to compose in all of them with
direct and persuasive fluency.

“What distinguishes Mr. Bolcom as a composer...is his success at blending popsy
appeal with musical sophistication...Mr. Bolcom has the knack of leavening innocence
with sly wisdom. Not to say that he is Mozart reborn, but Mozart had that knack as well.”
(New York Times, March 30, 1991)
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For Rudi Blesh

RAGGIN’ RUDI

WILLIAM BOLCOM
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EPITAPH FOR LOUIS CHAUVIN
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Recorded by William Bolcom on Nonesuch Record Album “Heliotrope Bouquet Piano Rags™ (H-71

for Bill Albright
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Recorded by William Bolcom on Nonesuch Record Album “Heliotrope Bouquet Piano Rags™ (H-71257)

GRACEFUL GHOST RAG

WILLIAM BOLCOM
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THE POLTERGEIST

Rag Fantasy

Fleeting, not too fast J =96

WILLIAM BOLCOM (1971)
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