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AARON COPLAND was born on November 14, 1900 in
Brooklyn, N. Y. Before graduating from Boys High School, he began
to study harmony and composition with Rubin Goldmark in the fall
of 1917. Four years later he went to Paris where he became the
first American student of composition under Nadia Boulanger.
A year after returning home he was the first composer to receive
a Guggenheim Fellowship, of which he was also the recipient the
following year. With Roger Sessions, also a Brooklynite, he launched
and maintained the Copland-Sessions Concerts which, from 1928
to 1931, championed the cause of American music. In 1930, Copland
won the RCA Victor Company’s award with his “Dance Symphony,”
Since then he has been a conspicuous figure in contemporary musical

circles as composer, teacher, lecturer, and writer.

Among his best known works are the orchestral pieces “Music
for the Theater™ (1925), “El Salon Mexico” (1936), “An Outdoor
Overture™ (1939), “"Quiet City™ (1940); scores for the movies “The
City”, “Of Mice and Men", “Our Town"; the folk ballet “Billy the
Kid"; and two important books “What To Listen for in Music” and
"Our New Music.” In 1941 Copland completed a musical tour of
South America and it was during this tour that he performed the
Piano Sonata for the first time in Buenos Aires at an all- American

concert sponsored by La Nueva Musica in October 1941,
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