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Nonsense Madrigals

I. Two Dreams” and Little Bat ™

Commissioned for the King’s Singers

with the assistance of a grant from the Barlow Endowment for Music Composition
at Brigham Young University
and the Berlin Festival ;
— Gyorgy Ligeti
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“The Dream Of A Boy Who Lived At Nine-Elms” by William Brighty Rands (1864)
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II. Cuckoo in the Pear-Tree
(William Brighty Rands)

Commissioned for the King’s Singers
with the assistance of a grant from the Barlow Endowment for Music Composition
at Brigham Young University
and the Berlin Festival

Lively Gyorgy Ligeti
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ﬂ:: — f Lo ——— fm—— ] | T — ]
bz z: S e e e e e ]
~ - e e S M
How it whis - - - tles! Now look at him,
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= /A . : . .
Al G= 3 - —r—be bi,ef i: —
toys. Up he flie - - - - . -
» r J
A II I - 1 { i b I 1 } T 1 1 | | - |
toys. It whis - tles..__ through_ the trees! __
]
T ]
]
/-E‘\ﬂ‘ It whis - tles through _ the trees!
.
§ -/ ? (VOice) j; T I; 1
Bar I || ¥k o H—r — E|
1 | 4 1
What a wind! It
no longer solo
] LDF' T [] p ? ‘hll‘ ]
Bar 11| £ = 2= 2 ‘ i
- brel - - la! : Up
no longer solo
p ———T T
; e be—wbey
B [EE% : 4= 1 . EE====ss2
N g_ mn y == -
sil - -y fel - low, oh,
33
J,Q‘k I 1 ﬂ‘w ]
Al ||He e 2 — i e T+ ]
J ] b b & T T

All
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Barl - { L p - i b
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Bar II| !
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— S ' ’ b .
B . ——— o i !
- ¥ ——* g s :
up he flies to the
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Bar I1

And

Through the clouds the rude wind

o
©

ger solo

tutta la forza
tutta la forza
tutta la forza

tutta la forza
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n

£
cries!
no lon
sub.
. V=D
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crie
cries!
cries!
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be

e

CouliS

SO
be?

He

and
and
and

7
7

m

b

Screams ____
-
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G e e e iy o o s,
T : \ ; n i - 1) 1V T 1 1 N | AY — ]
Al s —H P ]
bore him,and his hat flew on be - fore him; soon they got to such a  height!
A '_"'3_1', 3/, 3 3 3, T2 ’ sub,
T N NT—F 1Y } —  — T r—n\ rre ]
AL = —= e et e e e s i
o] ' v b
(crie-). - - - - s! ..be- fore him;soon they got to such a  height! Oh!
P
— 3=
- LI I i L
v |H=F i = "Phrr—v—&n—r—m"—b”’_’ = ]
B ¢ - 1 — '?.', 1 r—t — i
Y Soon they got to such a  height! ___
V4 sub
~a - be f V2 SN
Bar | i ] = ¥ = e — — ]
. £ (7 e o ——=
- his hat went up S0
sub
l .AG ’Il;':g 5™ { i |L\ 2 f ciid
Bar 1| 2F H e ==
! ! l F
- And his hat went up SO _
sub.
op ) ih b —— ey
B |EF=p i & : | # e e
1 ] ] L I 1Y T T 1)
-~ I ; '
They got to such a height, ___ they were
45 ; _ no longer solo (sempre o = 126)
=~ /) rp ! N
i' - h { N1 |RY I
Al |lHe i : .
J High ...
9 —<” ] . | AY T
Al || — | = Bt = |

sub. bil
—_— Pp possibite
rp —

e ==t = 3 =
Y S ==

And the hat went up so high ...

R

L T iy e,
Bar | |EE———: ! Sﬂq T = ——
high, that it real-ly touch’d ___ the ...
p——ff sub.
———T _H’ |r~3——| 1_3_‘ xk\ | 1‘\ | m l>-1
Bar | PP F e |
' ! r— LA > > N S—e—
high, that it real-ly touch’d ___ the sky.
sub.
_ rp : S > bid ' p
B | ; L= e e———
- # e > —— \__/-dv




35

or where

they stopp’d,
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All
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Bar II

V. The Lobster Quadrille

(Lewis Carroll [1865])

This work was commissioned by the South Bank Centre for the King’s Singers
as a part of the “Ligeti by Ligeti” Festival in autumn 1989

Allegro molto leggiero e ritmico

Gyorgy Ligeti
@ =160) 1989
p (annoyed)
e : ; . —_— — : .
= Ee==se=s.e s == | = |
e : =2 " .
Will you walk a lit- tle fast - er?
o) rp
r—— | = e
o | =1 L
Said a whit - ing
[}
%% - I - ! - ! - ]
() f 1 1 =
Y
rp .
a 1 1 bﬂ ! | ; - ]
2 = i = PP —F—]
|4
. hit - i
p (annoyed) Said a whit - ing
) R i (] . 1 > kN | ]
)y N vy : > :
[ ] N 1 g’ I ] 1 1
Will you walk a lit- tle fast - er?
% = | - : = | - |
L [o ] 1 1 1 H
5
=~ /) P ————— T ]
"(' i i } g } ? { T : dl ? £ 1 - 1
-G T — o — 1= a i i
% 0 #! v _J_’ i L) 0 »
Will  you walk a lit-tle fast - er?
)T 2
1 | Y T I ]
" 'i = ¥ =—==—
[E=E= ; =5 —
to a snail. Said a whit- - ing
0
b A ¥ T | ]
s = 1 = { - i = |
ANV 1] 1 1 ]
Y
Y b . >
=
| 4
to a snail. Said a whit - ing
r
$)—= = — = I S— 1 - ]
o . Y ! =” !—f-““"‘P—I- ! i rS i ]
Will  you walk a lit-tle fast - er? pp (indignant)
< = e = 53 g | —— |
e, : : TR S i [ N Y ’

© 1999 Schott Musik International, Mainz

There’s a por-poise close be-hind us,

Durata: 1'45"
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sotto voce,

9
Jh p T =' ‘-E‘Iql 1 ]
oJ e ¥/ e )
Will you walk a lit - tle fast - er? See
) P i
ATl y 8 i ! é r 2 ! = i 7 LJ\J % 'y ]:
%ﬁq 0 1 1 g bi'-" ]
to a snail Said a
sotto voce,
rrp
=)
Q T ] | ]
T {7 = i = = va  —
See
r ] bfp
bar1 | EE g ; = =
|4
to a snail Said a
P
! i
Bar 11| | 2F—2 —= g = s =3 |
- I g’ 1 I
Will you walk a lit - tle fast - er?
mf
2 ¥
_ v v Y v T i l’ﬁ- f; : ,
B [y = J:
- e 4 >
and he’s tread-ing on my tail.
12 leggierissimo molto ritmico
~ () =—m
¥ o — ——— = =T : ]
Al e T ) o —fo#——fo 4 —— K1
o > =] >~ > & ' &) LA
how ea - ger-ly the lob - sters and the tur - tles all ad - vance!
d)
A P p (annoye
AT || =2 Y 1 = o |
) K : A : 7 r—o¢
whit - ing to a snail. lit - tle fast - -
leggierissimo molto ritmico
>) &) 1) } &) it h(>) Yy — 'y 3
T 1 —— e g !
* ;d > n
how ea - ger-ly the lob - sters and the tur - tles all ad - vance!
‘ ' P .
: < e o F
Bar1||FF==% = ¥ —— S 1 = Ji
whit - ing to a snail
P
] I i i H A . ] ]
Bar 1| | BE = = . : —_————
1 - I g’ 1
Will you walk a lit - tle fast - -
B # - E i q i 1 1 ] T
-~ [} A [} i [y A i ,

There’s a por-poise close be-hind us
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simile ( enthusiastic )
i5 rer , p (annoyed) S
y | b o M f — N I =
Al l|——a—ta = = i
Y —= o 5 - e #o "= =
They are wait - ing on the shin - gle, will, will you walk? Will _
rr
;L-ﬂ | T ] I 2;===T--1 ]
ATl i —p— Rk - " & |
b ; L '
-er?  Said a whit - ing to a snail
) ) ; ) > fo 2~ @ by > '
T %g’%}g !I :#F ::#—-H——é—f—w ”I; —— s | npﬁ
1 = = #® T ‘ - 1 == ﬁ = T i n>
They are wait - ing on the shin - gle, will you come __ and join the dance?
‘ mf
PP > s P e 2
E—‘Zﬂ I T > rqf—f@
Bar Y e ? 3 == ==
|4
Said a whit - ing to a snail ... the dance?_
r
. ) 1
Bar 11| | EE 2 I ; = - y————
- er? » 'ff Will you walk
s)- ﬁ! Y Y ! I %. k| b;i "i .’,::?:::====-_'1n1’ 1 ]
B f  — i‘"? i 4 i ? i—hil" * Y i é Iy ‘!
-~ ] 4 > ! = #e
e
and he’s tread-ing on my tail. Come, .. join the dance!

18
» r— e T > ) >
2 P @l 1} r . N U N1
Al %ﬂ\ > 77 i —— 7 1 i ] Er—h'—"—pﬁ":ﬂﬁzﬂtj
S o # = 3

1 > [ 4 >
— you,_ won’t you, . will__ you,_ won’t you,.. will__  you__ join the dance?_
enthusiastic
AQ n!z’(a’”1oyeao I } lgff—dk i ) —:-=====:::f:::::: Jﬂp 1]
Al == . ,

J & e ¢ s 53 -

..a lit- tle fast - er? Will __ you join the dance?_
"y_- m—TTT ‘f

v (e — ——

4

%)___ Said a whit - ing

O H FE i) H ;. ]

Bar 1| | —— 2 K P v o = * 5 |
- Said 2 whit - ing

Bar 11| | 2=

j
e
M
.
™
e
\¢
il

e —_— ] d
a lit- tle fast - er? You _
mf (indignant) : I
:Q): I I I 1 I | 1 gr__4‘ ! Y Y | ?- }
B —% 7 } % { ; } f—7
' T L B e B B S B —— %

There’s a  por-poise close be-hind us, and he’s tread-ing on
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*) Baritone I: “But the snail replied”: like in a baroque recitativo. Solemnly.

21 J P
27N S — S .
ZP : va § o d f 1 s » H }ﬁ —Y -3 i
.) 1 = lrl Iyl | 4 | 4 1
- Wil you ___ join the dance?
f S : b F 4 '
1 1Y L N 1 i
b ¥ ol === |
Rk > - = be e ——
= Wwill you ... join the dance?
‘g‘ ———— p (annoyed)
LW .
H ds o : 4
' — =i
to a snail. Will you . walk
ﬁ :?‘- 1 ,ﬂ'};]" '\ |
- 3 & 0 T v e i {
: 1 1 #>" T =l A :f_l.r o i}
to a snail will you
_ _ .g"‘ —mp >—h-£
—_— .. =. _ .. ba. -, e e o = .
<y F—p ™ e ¥ et
17 1 ] | . 1 { | 1 b |
can real - ly have no no - tion how de - light - ful it will be,
piu f
1 Jf ———=— p (annoyed)
l’q. -ﬂ' e—— 1
ﬁ N v - g ] » 7 |
%’ t & i ?\, t ha * i
- > E. -
my tail. Wwill you  walk
34/; p (annoyed) g sotto voce, leggierissimo molto ritmico
£ = o = ek ]
S o — 1 & & e e ] }
D) e —_— [ Dl 3] et
.. lit - tle fast - er? With the lob - sters, out to sea!
rr
9 T PL T —— — ]
{es = . j‘; e X % < i s ‘! '! o—7% !
\'j/ 1 bil.) | T 1 % o . =3 }
Said a whit - ing to a snail.
pp sotto voce, leggierissimo molto ritmico
0 2 be D~ > L
e | = £ R
14
Y a With the lob- - sters, out to sea!
r PP o * M
. . . e = =,
= ? e ) E—p—" & g
V rS - 14 !f_'? s L' vi ] H—__EEE
walk? Said a whit - ing to asnail. But the
. . =f
mp ( chatte_rmg snobblshlz L > rr
T o he. - b”' il .@S' i ﬂ"’ s
0 K b}l -° 1 I Ll , O I I h19 ]
) - s =  Fy ey e
when they take us up__ and throw us, P out to
0 I 'p v . T T - T i i ]
e e : = |
- = =] i . 1
a lit- tle fast - er? Will  you walk
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ppp (distorted, nasal voici)

-/9 1 = =< N I T =
Al |Hes= = & —H i — = f
') t V —n L } lrl 17
Too far, _ too ____
\ (pp) (annoyed) P
ER | i | N 1 H I #l 1
AL\ e e =
d i, b 1K) X ry bi’ ! . l%t - = }
a lit-tle fast - er?  Said a whit - ing to a snail.
0 rr re -
T f:‘l'\ ~ 1 1 T i\\ E 2 iF—-;‘  a J{E:P‘—'L‘S.—‘—‘—i - !
\§\)I 1 lyl be 1 _ 1 I T ]
Said a whit - ing to a snail.
'Ef ' pp (annoyed)
Bar 1| IR e - ===
Lg V T
snail re - = plied: Will  you walk
— W(?nno}’Ed)l . . IL— X
Bar II . — —& } = = —=—y
] | 4 } :
sea! lit- tle fast - er? Will  you walk
pp (distorted, nasal voice)
B |EE=h—r——k Hr : Ry : e
== = S e D &
.4 o e
a.. Too fa\r-,/ _ too
32 p( distorted)
2 N N —— :1\‘ T ! : lk\, ]
Al || e T=ss s — ===
' far! Said ‘he __ thanked the whit - ing kind - 1y,
9 I i [ 4 | I L ﬁ ]
Al — —o ) va K 2 7 E— —— " T— 7S 1
%__J—qi bJ-" 1 ! 4 g = Al 1
.. lit-tle fast - er?  Said a whit - in to a snail
8
sott((;) voce, leggierissimo molto ritmico pp (annoyed )ﬁ
o} e 4= , > ) . .
T H—Wv = J E = F # —
'8) — 7
...and gave a look  a-skance. Will' you walk
;—ottg)voce, leggierissimo molto ritmico pp (annoyed)
f | I‘_‘}h‘;) o LI - I i ‘ T !
Bar I\l 7— + S —— [ ———]
..and gave ~ a look  a-skance. Will  you walk
be : > he @ £
Bar I | —F—9 e —H X
g’ 1] ’ Irl 1] 1 |
a lit-tle fast - er?  Said a whit - ing to a snail.
p (distorted)
5 T ks ﬁ-l-} m— T > >
B B e S e ¥ s =
IS = =y = (N . — '
far! Said he __ thanked  the whit - ing kind - ly,




sotto voce, leggierissimo molto ritmico

36 sub. (normal) f
~4 f . P ) =
Al N S ] e =1 |
J L= Pt i . F— —
but .. he would not join the dance. Would _
sotto voce, leggierissimo molto ritmico
o) —
b’ A T 1 I % ]
Ar || = B a5 e ]
1 & =) O~
wp He would  not join the dance
e ==cc=——— ===
Y’ , . .
- - er? -
a lit - tle. fast er’ o whit ing
o 2
L
Bar I || B —F——2% Y g Y =, v L g
i b .. said a whit- ...
sub.
Lf LIP 3
a d ol T - | T = ] ]
Bar II| | EE=— 7% B Y 5 ” Ly £ : ;
|4
But .. .. said a whit - ing:
}ub. ? normal dv)oice ) (pp) (indignant)
pp (annoye )
B O N ) . . E q | I ] I | 4%
— = ';'__—_—_FI_. ' i [ S ”
but ... it - tle fast - er? There’s a por- poise close be-hind us,
39 Jr
"./9 > | 0y = I T | 1 P~ T T—1 be .Y = .Im.
e —— e e e — . ni =
Al Py) _* > f— —~ > —~ S~ i’ —~ V;“ . #\:/i
—_  not,__ could not, _ would. not, _ could not, _ would__ not__ join the dance!_
sub.
mp mf (annoyed) N i d - Hg
g = l | I T I N In| ]
ATl ||Hesag——= i e, I e v e L ha |
U ——= he = fa = e —d . p =
.to a snail. Will you walk a lit - tle ... - join the dance!_
A ™P mf (annoyed) f bg -g?:
P A Y . » 1 1 1 Y T 1) . S—
T e ——— === ===
to a snail Will y(.)u walk a.. ... the dance!_
mp (annoyed) f * fff
| S e e
Bar 1 [|EX=% "e E: R e — , oy |
Will you walk ra lit - tle  fast - er? What mat -
, annoyed
. . "IL]’ ( yed) = ‘mf < I = ‘g' I'gf\ 1
Bar 11| | = . 7 P — e 5 | —e——7——ba—
& =T 7 J
Wwill you walk a lit- tle fast - er? Join ... ... dance! _
(very impatiently) bid
— -£f b? S semiare yiid
S N B B v - \ v A : > N
B o — 3 ; s —F E = v — 7 ]
~ e 4 4 4 A 4 "
and he’s tread-ing on my tail! Yes, on my tail! _

*) Baritone I: “What matters it how far we go?” and “There is another shore, etc.”: Shouting like a barker.
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far ‘we go?
p (annoyed)
e

— HE — = ]
) : l
scal - y friend re-plied.
p (annoyed)
H—‘r & - 1 i | T ] .3 ¥ —]
: S He = == o —r—= 3
Will yé)u walk lit-tle fast - er?
mf
e = — T ..o T y|
‘A { & el 1] 1 T I
G 4 7
scal - y friend re-plied. Said a
‘ sim. >
> im '?f 'm ' 2 a _ 7(h
i < P——Wﬂ%
i 11 I
: it

There is an-oth-er shore, you

mf

/’—-\-\ .
a7 ===
i 1] - I 1| 1] |7 B— |
4 : [ — Y
Will you walk lit-tle fast - er? - Said a
' poco a poco bocca chiusa
—pp (sempre pp )
I ]
I ¥ 1
e >
- \—/
]
P o
F J ¥ I - ! - I - ]
e —w- € t T I i
.. to
4 ppp Ssotto voce S
s 1 i |
ié.} ) I T ]} K 1 i T :
I . el T b_dl_ 1 -J-\} .q‘!-. 1 1 |
T — - %)v
Will far - - ther off
P (annoyed)
g T = 1 - T - ]
| ] | | |
Wwill
X > >
Y Y
¥ Y : # # ‘IF- ’ T T T ]
= : ! - E = —
' up-on the oth - er side.
P —
. he o 2 ppp sotto voce
. et ——— i S 1
} I AY [ I 1] 1 { ]
11 I iy JJ—LP‘—————M—‘—J’—-”!' | 1]
b S
to far - - ther
(open)
= ppp ppp sotio voce
! - i i ; — !
] & 1—1 ] IRY 1) i 1] 1 ]
I | I",hd I =l 7 l)_' H al )

.o far - - ther off
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fond 1

gt

Lilil

-

: i
—— = e e EEE =
pe- b J b > DN S S (h)j
e from Eng - the near - er to France, is. to
sotto voce
MM (>) ,
1 ] 1q - 1 1 T q I
= ] ! = ppe—r—>e ol o 1 '
1 T - o
e ———— = >
...to France, the near - ‘er is to
- 1 T - | I |
1 1 ] T {
1 1 1 1 ]
( ppp simile)

molto leggiero e ritmico

ppp sotto voce
&)

>

f =

A

=10

=

LU ) 5

hU

Then turn not pale, be-lov - ed snail, _ but come and join . the

pp (annoyed)

I F==;-- [ N N ] I |
7 & & o — T *F K . - - |
\] | '{11 - - ]_']' bi[" 1 & - 1]
France .. lit-tle fast - Said a whit - ing
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VI. A Long, Sad Tale

(from Lewis Carroll’s: “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland”
and “Original Games and Puzzles”)

Comissioned by the King’s Singers

Vivacissimo leggiero e molto ritmico (Like Jazz!)
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