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Verse:

See additional lyrics

œ œ œ œ Œ
1.Take

2.3.
your mind back,

œœœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

_
~̀ ~̀~~
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..˙̇ œ

œ œ œ œ ˙
I don't know when,

œœœ œ œœœ ...œœœ Jœ

_
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_̀̀
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`

G

.œ Jœ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
some- time when it al - ways seemed to be

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ
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Words and Music by
JOE JACKSON

REAL MEN

Moderately q = 112

This arrangement © 2000 JOE JACKSON                                                                                           43
All Rights Reserved

Freely



&

&
?

#

#
#

œ œ œ œ œ œ
 just us and them.

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ

_
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`̀

D

_
+
`
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D/C ^
_
+
`̀
~̀~C

.œ Jœ ˙

œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
Girls that wore pink, and

œœœœ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ

_
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..˙̇ œ

œ œ œ œ ˙
boys that wore blue,

œœœ œ œœœ ...œœœ Jœ

_
++~̀
`̀

D

_̀̀
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`
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.œ Jœ ˙

&
&
?

#
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
boys that al - ways grew up bet - ter

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ
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.œ Jœ .œ Jœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
men than me and you.

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ
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`̀

D
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D/C ^
_
+
`̀
~̀~C

.œ Jœ ˙

∑
‰ jœœœ. œœœ œœœ. ...œœœ jœœœ.

_
++~̀
`̀

D

_
+
`̀
~̀~C

‰ jœ. œ œ. .œ jœ.

&
&
?

#
#

#

∑

œœœ œœœ. œœœ œœœ. œœœ œœœ. œœœ

_
++~̀
`̀

D

_
+
`̀
~̀~C

_
++~̀
`̀

D

œ œ. œ œ. œ œ. œ

œ œ œ œ Œ
What's a man now,

œœœœ œ œ œœ œ œœ

_
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..œœ
jœœ ˙̇

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ œ œ
what's a man mean? Is he

œœœ œ œœœ ...œœœ Jœ

_
++~̀
`̀

D

_̀̀
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`

G

..œœ jœ ˙

&

&
?

#

#
#

œ œ œ œ œ œ ≈ œ œ
rough or is he rug - ged, is he

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ
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.œ jœ .œ jœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
cul - tur - al and clean?

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ

_
++~̀
`̀

D

_
+
`
+̀
`̀

D/C ^
_
+
`̀
~̀~C

.œ jœ .œ jœ

œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
Now it's all changed, it's

œœœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

_
~̀ ~̀~~
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.œ jœ ˙
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#
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œ œ œ œ œ ≈ œ œ
got to change more. 'Cause we

œœœ œ œœœ ...œœœ Jœ

_
++~̀
`̀

D

_̀̀
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`

G

.œ jœ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
think it's get - ting bet - ter, but no -

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ
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Em7

.œ jœ .œ jœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
bod - y's real - ly sure.

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ

_
++~̀
`̀

D

_
+
`
+̀
`̀

D/C ^
_
+
`̀
~̀~C

.œ jœ .œ
jœ

&
&
?

#
#
#

Œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ
And so it goes,

Œ ‰ jœœœ. œœœ œœœ. œœœ

_
++~̀
`̀

D

..œœ jœ. œ œ. œ

‰ jœ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
go 'round a - gain. But

œœœ œœœ. œœœ œœœ. ...œœœ jœœœ.

_
+
`̀
~̀~C

_
++~̀
`̀

D

_
+
`̀
~̀~C

œ œ. œ œ. .œ jœ.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
now and then we won - der who the

œœœ œœœ. œœœ œœœ. œœœ œœœ. œœœ œœœ

_
++~̀
`̀

D

_
+
`̀
~̀~C

_
++~̀
`̀

D

œ œ. œ œ. œ œ. œ œ

&
&
?

#
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˙ ˙
real men

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇#

_̀̀
~~~
`

G

_
+~̀`̀~

A

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

.˙ œ
are. Whoa

...œœœ# jœ œœœ# œ

_
+̀
`̀`̀
B*

w‰ jœ .˙

Chorus:

w
....œœœœ## J

œœœœ# ˙̇̇̇

_
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F /B#*  
_
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`̀`̀
B*
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&
?

#

#
#

œ œ œ œ
oh whoa.....œœœœ## J
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_
+̀+
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F /B#*  
_
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....œœœœ#
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_
+~̀ ~̀~E/A

_
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A

..˙̇ œ

˙ Œ œ
Whoa

Œ ‰ jœœœœ# œœœœ œœœœ#

_
+~̀ ~̀~E/A

..˙̇ œ
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∑
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Verse 2:
See the nice boys dancing in pairs,
Golden earring, golden tan and blow wave in the hair.
Sure they're all straight, straight as a line,
All the gays are macho, can't you see their leather shine?
You don't want to sound dumb, don't want to offend,
So don't call me a faggot, not unless you are a friend.
Then, if you're tall, and handsome and strong,
You can wear the uniform and I could play along.
And so it goes, go 'round again,
But now and then, we wonder who the real men are.
(To Chorus:)

Verse 3:
Time to get scared, time to change plan,
Don't know how to treat a lady, don't know how to be a man.
Time to admit what you call defeat,
'Cause there's women running past you now and you just drag your feet.
Man makes a gun, man goes to war,
Man can kill and man can drink, and man can take a whore.
Kill all the blacks, kill all the reds,
And if there's war between the sexes, then there'll be no people left.
And so it goes, go 'round again,
But now and then, we wonder who the real men are.
(To Chorus:)
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N.C. ∑
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∑

œ œ œ œ œ Œ
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1.
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œ œ œ œ œ œ
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Ó ‰ jœ œ œ#
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œœ œœ
‰ jœœœ

A5 C5
3fr.

A5 F6
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œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
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˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ

‰ jœœœ
œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
Œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

‰ jœ œœ ‰ jœ œœ
Am7

7fr.
Em/G

8fr.

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ
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A5 C5
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A5 F6
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œ œ œ œ œ œ

Words and Music by
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See additional lyrics

‰ j¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ Œ
1.Stop

2.
ev - 'ry - thing,

Ó
œœ œœ œœ

Œ ‰ jœœœ

N.C. F6
3fr.

jœœ œ œ œ‰ Œ Œ ‰ jœ

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
I

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
think I hear the pres - i - dent.

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
Œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

&

&
?

.˙ Œ
 

‰ jœ œœ ‰ jœ œœ

Am7
7fr.

Em/G
8fr.

œ œ œ œ œ œ

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ
The pied pi - per of the

œœ œœ œœ
‰ jœœœ

A5 C5
3fr.

A5 F6
3fr.

œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

jœ œ jœ œ ‰ jœ
T V screen is

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

&

&
?

œ œ œ œ jœ .œ
gon - na make it sim- ple.

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
Œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

Ó ‰ œ œ œ œ œb
And he's got it all

‰ jœ œœ ‰ jœ œœ

Am7
7fr.

Em/G
8fr.

œ œ œ œ œ œ

Jœ œ Jœ œ œ œ Œ
mapped out

œœ œœ œœ
‰ jœœœ

A5 C5
3fr.

A5 F6
3fr.

œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

&

&
?

Ó ‰ jœ œ œ œ
and il - lus - tra -

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

œ œ œ .œ œ œ œ .œ
ted with car - toons,

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
Œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

∑

‰ jœ œœ ‰ jœ œœ

Am7
7fr.

Em/G
8fr.

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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‰ jœ .œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
too hard for clev - er folks to

œœ œœ œœ
‰ jœœœ

A5 C5
3fr.

A5 F6
3fr.

œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

jœ œ jœ ˙
un - der - stand.

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

∑

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
Œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ
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‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Yeah, they're more used to words like

‰ jœ œœ ‰ jœ œœ

Am7
7fr.

Em/G
8fr.

œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ
i - de - o - lo - gy.

Œ œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ

A5 C5
3fr.

A5 F6
3fr.

œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

.˙ œ œ
But they

˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
say it's not the is - sue.

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
Œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

∑

‰ jœ œœ ‰ jœ œœ
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7fr.

Em/G
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œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ
I - de - o - lo - gy.

Œ œœ œœ œœ œœ
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A5 F6
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˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ
They're not talk - in' 'bout

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

jœ œ jœ œ Œ
right or left.

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
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Œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ
They're talk - in' 'bout,

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ jœ œ jœ

‰ jœ ‰ jœ œ œ œ
t - t - talk - in' 'bout

jœœœ
‰ Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ#

Chorus:

% œ œ œ Œ
right and wrong.

œœ œœ œœ
‰ jœœœœ

A5 C5
3fr.

A5 F6
9

3fr.

œ œ œ ‰ jœ
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Ó Œ ‰ jœ
Do

˙˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœœ ‰
jœœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
you know the dif - fer - ence?

˙˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœœ ‰
jœœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

∑

œœœœ œœœœ Œ œœœœ

Am7
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G
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œ œ œ Œ
Right and wrong,

œœ œœ œœ
‰ jœœœœ

A5 C5
3fr.

A5 F6
9

3fr.

œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
do

˙˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœœ ‰
jœœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

œ œ œ jœ .œ
you know the diff - 'rence

˙˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœœ ‰
jœœœœ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ
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&
?

Œ œ œ œ œ œ
'tween the right and the

œœœœ œœœœ Œ œœœœ

Am7
5fr.

G
3fr.

jœ .œ jœ .œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ

F6
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G
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œ œ œ œ œ œ
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Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
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G
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jœ .œ jœ .œ
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Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
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..œœb
jœœ ˙̇
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A b13
4fr.

..œœbb J
œœ ˙̇

∑

..œœb
jœœ ˙̇
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A b13
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Œ Œ ‰ jœœœ
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5fr.

F6
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œ œ œ ‰ jœ
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‰ jœœœ
œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœ
Œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ
‰ jœ œœ ‰ jœ œœ
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7fr.
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‰ jœ œ œ Jœ œœ Jœ
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œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

..œœ J
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œ œ œ œ œ Œ
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7fr.

Em/G
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‰ jœ œ œ Jœ œœ Jœ

A5 C5
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A5 F6
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œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ

..œœ J
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œ œ œ œ œ Œ
‰ jœ œœ ‰ jœ ..œœ
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Em/G
8fr.

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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..œœb
jœœ ˙̇

G bmaj7/A b
3fr.

A b13
4fr.

..œœbb J
œœ ˙̇

œ Œ ‰ .œb
Where

..œœb
jœœ ˙̇

G bmaj7/A b
3fr.

A b13
4fr.

..œœbb J
œœ ˙̇

.œb Jœ ˙
are we?

..œœb
jœœ ˙̇

G bmaj7/A b
3fr. A b13

4fr.

..œœbb J
œœ ˙̇

∑

..œœb
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&
?

..œœ## jœœ# ˙̇
Amaj7/B
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B13

6fr.

..œœ J
œœ ˙̇
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B13
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..œœ jœœ# ˙̇
Cmaj7/D

5fr.
D13

5fr.

..œœ J
œœ ˙̇

..œœ jœœ# ˙̇
Cmaj7/D

5fr.
D13
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œœ 3œœ œ# œ

&
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..œœ Jœœ ˙̇
Ebmaj7/F

8fr.

F13
8fr.

..œœb J
œœ ˙̇

D.S.% al Coda..œœ Jœœ ˙̇
Ebmaj7/F

8fr.

F13
8fr.

..œœb J
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3

œœ œ œ#

&
&
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w

..œœb
jœœ ˙̇

G bmaj7/A b
3fr.

A b13
4fr.

..œœbb J
œœ ˙̇

∑
..œœb

jœœ ˙̇

G bmaj7/A b
3fr.

A b13
4fr.

..œœbb J
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Verse 2:
So what you think,
You like the Yankees or the Mets this year?
And what about this latest war of words,
And what about the Commies?
I saw the news last night
All illustrated with cartoons.
So when they come with that opinion poll
They better not use words like
Ideology, 
Or try to tell me 'bout the issues.
Ideology.
Whose side are you on?
We're talkin' 'bout,
T-t-talkin' 'bout...
(To Chorus:)
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