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No. 21 BY THE SEA (Part I)

(MRS. LOVETT, TODD)

Lights come up on Mrs. Lovett’s back parlor. It bas been prettied up with new wallpaper and a second-
hand barmonium. Todd s sitting on the love seat, cleaning bis pipe. Mrs. Lovett is using the barmonium
as a desk. She bas a little cash book and is counting out shillings and pennies in piles.
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MRS. LOVETT:

Nothing like a nice sit down, is there,
dear, after a hard day’s work? (Piling up
coins) Four and thruppence. . .four and
eleven pence. . . (Makes a note in the
book and does some adding) That makes
seven pounds nine shillings and four
pence for this week. Not bad - - and that
don’t include wot I had to pay out for
my nice cheery wallpaper or the harmo-
nium. . . (Patting it approvingly) And a

TODD:

MRS. LOVETT:

TODD:

MRS LOVETT:

real bargain it was, dear, it being only
partly singed when the chapel burnt down.
(Glancing at the unresponsive Todd) Mr.
T., are you listening to me?
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(Kisses bim
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Of course.
Then what did I say, eh?

(Back in bis reflections) There must be a
way to the Judge.

(Cross) The bloody old Judge! (She mas-
sages bis neck) We got a nice respectable
business now, money coming in regular
and - - since we're careful to pick and
choose - - only strangers and such like
wot won’t be missed - - who’s going to
catch on? (No response; she leans across
and pecks bim on the lips)
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MRS. LOVETT: (Settling back) I've always had a dream - - ever since [ was a
skinny little slip of a thing and my rich Aunt Nettie used to
take me to the seaside August Bank Holiday. . .the pier. . .
making little castles in the sand. I can still feel me toes wig- )
21 gling around in the briny. MRS. LOVETT: (last time)
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