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About the Arranger

Christopher M. Wenger is a professional music educator
and string specialist. He holds a B.A. in Music with a
Concentration in Cello Performance from Messiah College,
Grantham, PA. An avid composer and arranger, Mr.
Wenger has written in a wide variety of styles for groups of
all ages, though primarily for the high school level.

He currently resides in Pennsylvania with his wife Angela
and two boys.

About the Piece

Les Feuilles Mortes, translated Autumn Leaves was written in 1945 and premiered
in 1946 in the French film Les Portes de la Nuit. The original French text was
written by Jacques Prévert, with original music composed by Joseph Kosma.
English lyrics were written in 1947 by Johnny Mercer.

Autumn Leaves is one of the most recorded jazz standards in the repertoire, and
this is a medium-swing version in E minor, to make it more playable for strings.
The arrangement allows for both reading and improvisation, with chords in
players’” parts during extended solo sections, which are also written out.
Syncopated accompaniments mainly in the inner voices and rich chordal
backgrounds capture the melancholy nature of the tune.
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