Classical Scores Library http://shmu.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.usc.edw/papyrus/print/dorp/774...

THOMAS A

)

Lafe Story

forsoprano andpiano Op.Sa

727265566’ Williams

FABER .ﬂ” MUSIC

1 0of27

2/16/2010 2:01 PM



Classical Scores Library http://shmu.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.usc.edw/papyrus/print/dorp/774...

THOMAS ADES

Lafe Story

for soprano and piano
Op.8a

Text by
TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

(1994)

FABER ffff Music

2 of 27 2/16/2010 2:01 PM



Classical Scores Library

3 0f27

http://shmu.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.usc.edw/papyrus/print/dorp/774...

© 1997 by Faber Music Lid
First published in 1997 by Faber Music Ltd
3 Queen Square London WC1N 3AU
Music processed by Christopher Hinkins
Cover photograph: Mirrored wardrobe in a brothel
© copyright 1932 by Gilberte Brassai
Cover design by 8 & M Tucker
Printed in England by Caligraving Ltd
All rights reserved

ISBN 0-571-51517-7

Permission to perform this work in public must be obtained from the Society

duly controlling performing rights unless there is a current licence for public performance
from the Society in force in relation to the premises at which the performance is to take place.

Such permission must be obtained in the UK from
Performing Right Society Ltd, 29-33 Berners Street, London W1P 4AA.

Written for Mary Wiegold and the Composers Ensemble

Life Story Op.8 (1993), for soprano with two bass clarinets and double bass,
was first performed by Mary Wiegold and the Composers Ensemble
conducted by the composer at the West Road Concert Hall,
Cambridge University on 17 October 1993,

The version for voice and piano was made subsequently
for Sarah Leonard and Richard Rodney Bennett who gave
the first performance at the Warwick Festival on 8 July 1994.

Duration: 9 minutes

Life Story is recorded by Mary Carewe and Thomas Adgs
on the EMI Debut Series ‘Life Story” EMI CDZ 5 69699 2

Version for soprano with two bass clarinets and double bass
available on hire from the publishers

To buy Faber Music publications or to find out about the full range of titles available
please contact your local music retailer or Faber Music sales enquiries:

Faber Music Limited, Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way, Harlow, CM20 2HX England
Tel: +44 (0)1279 82 89 82 Fax: +44 (0)1279 82 89 83
sales@fabermusic.com  www.fabermusic.com

2/16/2010 2:01 PM



Classical Scores Library http://shmu.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.usc.edw/papyrus/print/dorp/774...

LIFE STORY

After you've been to bed together for the first time,

without the advantage or disadvantage of any prior acquaintance,
the other party very often says to you,

Tell me about yourself, I want to know all about you,

what’s your story? And you think maybe they really and truly do

sincerely want to know your life story, and so you light up
a cigarette and begin to tell it to them, the two of you
lying together in completely relaxed positions

like a pair of rag dolls a bored child dropped on a bed.

You tell them your story, or as much of your story

as time or a fair degree of prudence allows, and they say, Oh, oh, oh, oh, oh,
each time a little more faintly, until the oh

is just an audible breath, and then of course

there’s some interruption. Slow room service comes up

with a bowl of melting ice cubes, or one of you rises to pee

and gaze at himself with mild astonishment in the bathroom mirror.
And then, the first thing you know, before you've had time

to pick up where you left off with your enthralling life story,

they’re telling you their life story, exactly as they’d intended to all along,

and you're saying, Oh, oh, oh, oh, oh,

each time a little more faintly, the vowel at last becoming

no more than an audible sigh,

as the elevator, halfway down the corridor and a turn to the left,
draws one last, long, deep breath of exhaustion

and stops breathing forever. Then?

Well, one of you falls asleep
and the other one does likewise with a lighted cigarette in his mouth,
and that’s how people burn to death in hotel rooms.

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS
From In the Winter of Cities
Text Copyright © 1956 Tennessee Williams
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Voice: eecctt Zosse cresc. and dim. respectively achieved by intensification of vibrato.
In considering this marking, and aspects of the vocal part in general (particularly:
wide scooping glissandi swoops, displaced accentuations; and overall character) the
late style of Billie Holliday is recommended as a model.

Piano: The absence of pedal indications does not imply senza Ped.

All grace notes rapidissimi, quasi glissandi.
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LIFE STORY
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THOMAS ADES

The Lover in Winter (1989)
four songs for countertenor and piano

Five Eliot Landscapes Op. 1 (1990)
for soprano and piano

Chamber Symphony Op.2 (1990)

for chamber ensemble of 15 players

O thou who didst with pitfall and with gin Op. 3a (1990)

anthem for male voices

Gefriolsae Me Op.3b (1990)

anthem for male voices

Catch Op.4 (1991)

for clarinet, violin, cello and piano

Fool's Rhymes Op.5 (1992)
for mixed chorus, harp, prepared piano, organ and percussion

Darknesse Visible (1992)
for solo piano

Under Hamelin Hill Op.6 (1992)
far chamber organ (1-3 players)

Still Sorvowing Op.7 (1993)

for solo piano

Life Story Op. 8 (1993)
for soprano and two bass clarinets and double bass,
or soprano and piano

Living Toys Op.9 (1993)

for chamber ensemble of 14 players

... but all shall be well Op. 10 (1993)

for orchestra

Sonata da Caccia Op. 11 (1993)
for oboe, horn and harpsichord

Arcadiana Op. 12 (1994)
for string quartet

The Origin of the Harp Op.13 (1994)

for chamber ensemble of 10 players

Powder Her Face Op. 14 (1994-5)
chamber opera in two acts for four singers and 15 players

Traced Overhead Op.15 (1996)

for solo piano

These Premises are Alarmed Op.16 (1996)

for orchestra

FABER MUSIC - 3 QUEEN SQUARE - LONDON

AMOLS 417 - SIAY SYWOHL

ISBN 0-571-51317=-7
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